180                  AMONG    OTHERS

day during the next seven years, are the rock on
which the Labour movement was founded. Not one
in a hundred of the men and women who came
to   our  meetings  cared   anything  for  economic
theories;   very few of them even bothered much
about the controversial issues of the moment. Class
hatred was unknown to them, though most of them
had a hereditary suspicion of "the Tories," whom
they pictured as wealthy and unfeeling snobs. What
they wanted was economic security.  If they voted
Labour, they voted Labour because they believed
that the new Party was their own Party, far more
likely than any other to give them the economic
security they desired.   If they called themselves
Socialists, nine times out of ten that is what they
meant by Socialism.   If they applauded Socialist
theories, nine times out of ten they applauded
because they believed the speaker to be working for
the simple practical ends which they desired, and
were prepared to take his theories on trust, since
theories  were  part  of the  mysterious  political
armoury apparently needed to win these desired ends.
But often they came to a meeting, particularly to a
meeting during an Election campaign, almost solely
to assess, by their own shrewd instinctive processes,
the quality and sincerity of the speaker.   In the
countryside at anyrate, a Party depends prodigiously
upon its spokesmen. A year or two later a whole
Branch of our organisation, slowly built up through
months of patience, was disrupted overnight because
a visiting speaker had harangued it with rancour
and bitterness.   uHe screamed at us,"  they said
indignantly.  Moreover, they had a deep religious